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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2021–22) BILL 2021 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2021–22) BILL 2021 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 15 September. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.53 am]: I rise to make a contribution on the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021. However, before 
I do, I should make mention of what we have just heard read into the house by the Minister for Electoral Affairs, the 
second reading speech for the Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill 2021. It 
is a bill at a time when regional Western Australians can legitimately claim it to be the culmination of a great deceit 
by this government. It was a great deceit when it went to the last election and said that it did not have electoral 
reform on its agenda, yet we saw today the culmination of a long-held ambition, a 120-year ambition according to 
the Attorney General, that has culminated in the presentation of that legislation to the house. I am sure he must have 
started penning the speech he just read out about three months before the election because it is probably one of the 
longest second reading speeches I have ever heard. It was very in-depth and well researched and contained a great 
history of all sorts of matters in electoral affairs in this state, but I doubt very much that he did not have it on his 
mind when he went to the last election. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: The minister says in one of the concluding paragraphs — 

Before I commend the bill to the house, there are several things I would like to emphasise. First, this bill 
will achieve electoral equality for all electors in Western Australia. Second, this bill will not reduce 
regional representation … 

He says that it will not reduce regional representation. It takes regions out of the Electoral Act. How could it not 
reduce regional representation? Not only does it reduce regional representation — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, sit down for a moment. You are provoking the other side of the 
house, but members, I think you can listen to the member in silence, or perhaps leave the chamber if that is a problem 
for you. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you very much. I do not care if they stay or go because I am not going to stop and I do not 
care if they interject. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: There you go! That is an open invitation. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: They have been antagonising me greatly over this whole period. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I think we need to be mindful of Hansard’s job, so thanks very much. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Okay; well, you blokes keep quiet over on that side—and ladies. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: Us blokes? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: And women—men and women on that side of the chamber, please keep quiet. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I note that there is a very strong presence of female members in this chamber and I welcome that. 
In fact, I am one of those who believe there should actually be equality. I retract my particular gender-based remark 
and assure all members that I value all members of the house, male or female. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Let me get back to what I was saying. The Attorney General has gone into great detail in the second 
reading speech about changes to the Electoral Act that he says will not affect regional representation. I say they 
will greatly affect regional representation. It will be very difficult for regionally based members to base themselves 
in an election process in which they will be up against people located in the city. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Water. 
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Mr R.S. LOVE: The Minister for Water can have his say in a while. This will also have an effect on the 
Legislative Assembly seats. The minister has not mentioned that anywhere in this speech; however, the removal 
of regional delineation will also mean that the containment of the districts within regions, as is required in the act 
at the moment, will disappear. We will see seats, as they are in the federal electorate, coming into both metropolitan 
and country areas based on a purely mathematical division of the state into divisions equally based in number—
59 into the population plus the large district allowance, which will still exist, but we will see a reduction in those 
purely regional seats, such as those I represent. Most likely they will move into a hybrid situation, a bit like the 
old seat of Pearce and the seat of Canning in the federal electorate at the moment. That is guaranteed now because 
the government is seeking to remove the regions from the act, and that will be the consequence. Nowhere in this 
speech does the minister mention the effect on the Legislative Assembly, but there will be a substantial effect on 
regional representation in the Legislative Assembly as a result of this legislation. 
Ms R. Saffioti: How? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Just think it through, member. 
Ms R. Saffioti: I have thought it through, but I do not understand your logic. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: The member should consider what is happening in Durack at the moment. There is a seat that 
extends from Wyndham all the way into the metropolitan area, picking up Bullsbrook and other places within the 
Perth metropolitan area. The reason that has not happened in the state before is that the requirement of the act is that 
all those districts have to be contained within discrete regions. The government is seeking to take the metropolitan 
regional boundary, and all the other regional boundaries, out of the act. That will change the way those seats will 
be composed and it will eventually lead to a reduction of representation for regional Western Australians. That is 
something that no doubt the member will be very happy about. It is a long-held ambition of the Minister for 
Transport to do just that, I am sure. 
I will now return to the actual appropriation bills and the matter at hand, which is to discuss the budget that has 
been read into this place. In doing so, I will point out a few areas of particular interest to me, being the portfolios 
that I represent. The first is the mines and petroleum portfolio. We know that the mining and gas industries have 
had a period of strong growth. Until recently, there have been some exceptionally high prices for iron ore, which 
have seen royalties flowing into this state in huge sums. Those royalties have played a huge part in enabling the 
state government to record a $5.6 billion surplus last year and a forecast surplus of $2.8 billion in the year to come. 
The resource sector contributed sales of $174.4 billion in the calendar year 2020, up from $168.6 billion in the 
previous calendar year. The strength of the mining sector and the ongoing development of new capacity have been 
a strong contributor to the growth of payroll tax, which is forecast to increase by 8.4 per cent in 2021–22, with 
growth of 2.9 per cent in the following year. 
Royalty flows for 2020–21 grew to $12.147 billion, up from $8.45 billion the year before, in 2019–20, but due 
to price volatility in iron ore, royalty flows are forecast to fall to $10.145 billion in 2021–22 and further south 
in subsequent years, reflecting the dominance of iron ore in the mix. The expected iron ore price will go down to 
around $US66 a tonne from the $US154 a tonne booked in the budget in 2020–21 and the expected $US121.30 
a tonne this year. Royalty income from other commodities, excluding iron ore, is expected to rise by $137 million to 
$952 million in 2021–22, largely due to higher lithium and nickel royalties, reflecting an expected increase in price. 
The Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia has shown me some evidence from a survey that it did 
a year or so ago. That showed that one in six jobs in WA were supported by the resource sector. At that time, 
$10 billion in wages was paid to 69 000 full-time workers and 24 665 contractors. It showed also that supply chain 
spending accounted for a further nearly 215 000 jobs. The budget forecasts that total employment across all sectors 
will increase by 34 000 jobs in 2021–22. The mining and resource sector is saying that it will probably need that 
many people just in its own sector. Therefore, there is a need for a long-term training and skills development strategy. 
The $140 billion of projects that was in the pipeline in March 2021 will be constrained by these labour shortages, 
which as we know have been exacerbated by border closures and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It is important that future projects are provided with improved pathways to enable approvals to be considered, not 
shortcuts that may lead to bad outcomes, but sensible measures that will help remove duplication and unnecessary 
delays. I note the $19.8 million allocated in the budget to fast-track approvals. We will be seeking further information 
on this in the budget estimates, and if any supporting legislation will be introduced, we will be keen to look at that. 
For many Western Australian people, the mining industry takes place miles from home. We know that for people 
in the city, it is often the experience of being a fly-in fly-out worker or knowing someone who is a FIFO. For regional 
people, it is very much part of their everyday lives and the environment in which they live. I am not talking just 
about huge and well-known mining provinces like the Pilbara and the goldfields. Even in my own electorate, which 
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is probably considered to be more of a farming and fishing area, mining and gas developments have been key 
contributors over many decades.  
In the early years of the Western Australian colony, the area around Northampton was an important source of lead. 
It was known simply as “the mines”. It was in fact the site of the first public railway in WA. In the 1960s and 1970s, 
there were gas and mineral sands developments around Dongara, Eneabba and Cataby, with further development 
by Tronox in the 1980s and at the GMA garnet mine in the Northampton area. There is also iron ore mining, with 
the Karara magnetite project, and the development of vanadium processing at Mullewa. More lately, we are seeing 
prospective mineral sites in the Shires of Toodyay, Victoria Plains and Moora. That shows that there is more to mining 
than just iron ore and that there are more minerals to be found right across Western Australia, especially some of 
the critical minerals needed for new industries such as electric vehicles. 
That is why we in the opposition prize the exploration incentive scheme. That was championed by Wendy Duncan, 
a former member for Kalgoorlie, the Mining and Pastoral Region and the Agricultural Region. That scheme, which 
started in April 2009 and was originally supported by royalties for regions under the Nationals WA, has a long history 
of providing very positive economic benefits. A 2017 ACIL Allen Consulting report confirmed that the EIS has 
a strong multiplier effect on the state economy; namely, for every $1 million invested in the scheme, the long-run 
expected net benefit to the state in higher gross state product is $23.7 million. A 2020 study from the University of 
Western Australia showed that there was a $31 return for every $1 invested in the exploration incentive scheme. 
That is a very important scheme that the Nationals WA are very proud to have initiated, and to see that continued 
in this term of government is a good thing. 
I turn now to the transport portfolio. I want to thank the Liberal–National coalition government in Canberra for the 
tremendous support it has given Western Australia in transport infrastructure in recent years. The commonwealth’s 
tied grants for transport infrastructure total $7.261 billion over the forward estimates. The Morrison government 
has also provided floor and top-up payments that have stopped our GST from falling to as low as 10¢ in the dollar 
based on population share, with a top-up this year of $2.115 billion. That substantial direct support from the federal 
Liberal–National coalition government has led to some of the good news that we see in this budget and to the ability 
for this government to provide some of the transport infrastructure programs that it so proudly proclaims. 
I note that includes the Metronet program, of course, which is also receiving substantial commonwealth funding to 
enable it to go ahead. It often appears to me to be a bit hard to get updated information on Metronet from the Minister 
for Transport. Whenever I ask a parliamentary question, either verbally or in written form, I usually get the response, 
“It is noted that the opposition has resisted Metronet for several years”, and, “The Leader of the Opposition has 
labelled Metronet as not a need-to-have project”, and so on. In one question, when I asked the minister about the 
Yanchep rail, she said, “The member”—that being me—“must clarify whether the Metronet Yanchep rail extension 
is a project the opposition wants to cancel.” I am very happy to clarify for the minister that we have no intention 
of cancelling the Yanchep rail extension. It would be a tad silly to do so.  
That rail project is underway. However, I can assure the minister that we are concerned about some of the delays 
with that project. I have asked about that in this house, and that has since been confirmed in the budget papers. In 
the last year, actual expenditure on that line was nearly $97 million under what was budgeted. The government had 
a program that I think it called Smoothing the Pipeline. That program was announced in September. However, by 
that point, the financial year had closed, and the government was short of nearly $100 million of expenditure on 
the Yanchep rail extension. That could only go to show that that project is in quite a bit of strife in its ability to be 
delivered and that the rumours that have been floating around the community and the newspaper reports that have 
published about delays are very true. We know also that the government has tried to get the proponent, the City of 
Wanneroo, to agree to drop the principal shared pathway along the railway line. I have asked questions about that. 
The minister has denied that that is a cost-saving measure. I would like to see whether shelving that part of the project 
will actually lead to a reduction in its overall cost. It should do, but if it does not, it is just a way to try to shore up the 
project a little more. The City of Wanneroo knows full well that if the government’s plan to put in bits and pieces 
of the path is enacted, it will eventually have to come to the party and do it itself, and retrofitting will be much more 
expensive than doing it in the first place. 
The Forrestfield–Airport Link seems to be an ongoing issue. The original deadline was late 2020; the new deadline 
is somewhere in 2022. It just keeps blowing out. Every six months we are told that it will take another six months. 
We do not see that project coming to fruition. The government seems to be consistent in its inability to deliver some 
of these projects on time. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Transperth is subsidised to around $950 million. The government is a bit worried that Transperth 
patronage seems to be falling off, and that is probably why fares are being capped at the price of two zones, at a cost 
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of an extra $60 million over three years. It will be interesting to see whether that works and drags patronage back to 
trains and buses, because passenger numbers have not been improving. 
Ms R. Saffioti: It’s called a pandemic—seriously. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: We are told that our patronage numbers are better than they are for some other cities, but some of 
those other cities are locked down and that would perhaps explain why people are not on those trains too often. We 
have not had that level of lockdown. Anybody who drives around Perth at the moment will notice the traffic chaos 
on many of our roads, because people are staying off public transport in droves. It will be interesting to see whether 
the government can attract them back to public transport. I note the press release the other day about the government 
giving away golden tickets so that people can travel for free. If these measures do not work, there will be some 
problems in the future for the transport system. We want people to use public transport. Unfortunately, that does 
not seem to be happening under the current government. 
One project that also has been cited for smoothing is the Bindoon bypass. I asked a quite reasonable question of the 
minister in this place to find out whether that project is going to happen, after it was announced by Mains Road WA 
officials at a town meeting in my electorate that it would be delayed by two years. The minister told me that she 
makes these decisions and not Main Roads. She could easily have said at that time that, yes, the project will be 
delayed by two years, because a press release dated 9 September confirmed that that is indeed the case—the project 
has been delayed for two years and will now not be delivered until 2026. Just on that issue, the proposed bypass 
is part of a strategic freight link all the way from Kewdale through to the north-west. Part of the aim of the bypass 
was to enable the passage of triple road trains all the way down to Muchea, which would have led to substantial 
savings for freight operators. Freight costs are increasing due to the inability to get these road trains down to Muchea. 
Infrastructure Australia puts this cost at $62 million by 2025, increasing to $86 million by 2045. There is a cost to 
operators in having to go up and down the highway to pick up the extra trailers. It also leads to 216 extra freight trips per 
day between Muchea and Wubin, simply to make up for the missing link between NorthLink WA, or Tonkin Highway, 
and the improved Great Northern Highway all the way up to Wubin and beyond. Hundreds of millions of dollars 
have been spent on Great Northern Highway and also on NorthLink, yet this missing link—this little bit in the middle; 
the $265 million, 61-kilometre bypass—has been pushed back, even though the Infrastructure Australia priority list 
gave it a cost–benefit ratio of 3.4 to 1, which is extraordinarily high.  
If we look at what will be achieved by the Bunbury Outer Ring Road, for instance, its cost–benefit ratio is only 
1.34 to 1. That is a relatively marginal project in terms of benefit to cost, according to Infrastructure Australia. I am 
not denigrating the project in any way, but it seems strange that the government would choose to smooth a project 
that has such a high cost–benefit ratio, would have an immediate return by reducing heavy traffic on the roads and 
is virtually shovel-ready, and pick up projects that have a much lower cost–benefit ratio. I do not know whether 
that was a political or an infrastructure decision—I do not know the rationale behind it. I may be able to get some 
answers from the minister during the estimates hearings. It seems to me that some projects are picked based more 
on where people are located in seats rather than necessarily on what is the best outcome for the community, industry 
and the state. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: That is a bit of a cheek, coming from the National Party. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you, Minister for Water! It seems to me that there are still considerable concerns in Gelorup 
about some of the constraints on the southern section of the proposed Bunbury Outer Ring Road. I am told that the 
route has been sitting on the map for 48 years, but people are still asking whether it is the best route in terms of its 
environmental impact and whether it is too constrained or narrow to be able to accommodate future growth. Actually, 
the corridor is pretty narrow; there will be sections of the road where the lanes will be running side by side with just 
a concrete barrier between them. It is quite a narrowly constrained corridor, and that perhaps needs to be looked 
at. I might raise that with the minister in other forms as well. 
I will talk briefly about the Northampton bypass, which is not listed in the budget papers. That project has been under 
discussion for decades. The situation is now very urgent in Northampton, with Strandline Resources receiving 
approval to bring 230 tonnes of mineral sands per annum from Coburn, south of Shark Bay, to Geraldton port via the 
narrow streets of Northampton. The initial project has a 22-year life, so we are talking about a very long time for the 
people of Northampton to have to put up with that measure. We know that the Northampton bypass could be treated 
discretely from the rest of the planned Northampton–Dongara freight route. It does not really matter where the rest 
of that route goes; the Northampton bypass is pretty well settled. We also know where the section from Northampton 
down to Oakajee on the North West Coastal Highway will go. We know that we will need greater access to Oakajee. 
There needs to be relief and a conclusion for the people of the Chapman Valley shire, who for years have put up 
with the potential that a road network will go through their properties, without compensation or certainty. That needs 
to be fixed. There are issues around Moonyoonooka and Walkaway that need to be resolved. Nationals WA and 
Liberal members also have been approached by people in Dongara with concerns. I understand that the shire is quite 
supportive of the route that has been put forward, provided there is a link through from Indian Ocean Drive. That 
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is what they have spoken about to me. I hope that is being considered as part of the whole project for the future, so 
that Dongara is not unfairly treated in that regard. 
I have raised other issues in this house. One is the proposed closure of Robinson Road in Bellevue, which the minister 
announced on Tuesday would be going ahead. The minister said that traffic modelling had shown that there would 
be a manageable impact on Midland traffic and that vehicles that were using the crossing were expected to use the 
Lloyd Street underpass. Time will tell. I predict traffic chaos for Midland, and I think many other people are 
predicting traffic chaos for Midland. There is already traffic chaos around that area. The closure of Robinson Road 
will have a detrimental effect on traffic flow in Midland; there is no doubt about it. It is a matter that has been raised 
by the member for Midland and other members in this place. It has also been raised by the community; there are 
3 000 signatures on a petition calling for it to remain open. I know traffic modelling has been discussed with some 
members of the community, but I have not seen that. I am hoping it will be released publicly very soon. I know 
that area is very, very congested, and we will watch this crowded space. 
I have only four minutes left. I want to refer very quickly to this government’s rhetoric on tier 3 rail, declaring that 
there is some hope for it. There is nothing in the budget for it. We know that some work has been done, but where 
are the dollars for the future? All we know is that in a press release dated 24 September 2020 the Minister for 
Transport stated — 

“We’ll now work, in collaboration with CBH Group and Arc Infrastructure, on business cases to 
Infrastructure Australia examining the full suite of costs and benefits to government and industry of rail 
investment proposals on Tier 1, 2 and 3 lines. 
“Submission of business cases to Infrastructure Australia could lay the groundwork for potential future 
funding partnerships with the Federal Government for rail freight investment. 

In fact, the government is saying that funding is, again, dependent upon the federal government. The commitment 
to tier 3 rail is there, provided the federal government pays for it, but we do not see anything in this budget for the 
advancement of that issue. 
The third area I would like to very briefly touch on is the climate action portfolio. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Do you believe in climate change? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes, our party accepts that there is climate change and that it needs to be addressed. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Does your federal leader? 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Our state party, of which I am a member, recognises that action is required to address climate 
change. If I could continue. 
A climate action fund of $750 million has been put forward and, as I say, we welcome investment in climate action. 
At the last election, we actually proposed substantial investment in climate-based action. We had programs for 
addressing the effects on coastal communities, carbon capture, renewables and a range of other initiatives aimed 
at ameliorating the influence of humans on the climate and helping communities adapt to climate change. We 
certainly welcome a commitment in the budget to climate action, but when we go through some of the details, it 
gets a little hairy. 
We know that in the budget, $350 million has been put into a special purpose account to plant some 33 000 hectares 
with softwood. That comes on the back of the quite deceitful actions of this government in closing the hardwood 
industry without any notice and without any proper consideration of the people — 

Point of Order 
Dr A.D. BUTI: I think it is under standing order 91—I may be mistaken—but the member just made a statement 
about the “deceitful” behaviour of this government, and I think that is unparliamentary. 
Dr D.J. Honey: No, it’s not. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Were you the speaker? 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.A. Munday): It is not a point of order because the member was not referring 
to a person, but a body. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.S. LOVE: That will be used to plant softwood on 33 000 hectares in prime agricultural areas where the 
government has closed the hardwood industry. It needs to be in areas that receive more than 600 millimetres of 
rainfall per year. I searched and could locate only three properties of any size: one in Boyup Brook, $780 000 for 
62 hectares; one in Manjimup, $1.59 million for 132 hectares; and one in Mt Barker, $3.75 million for 303 hectares. 
All of those properties cost around $12 000 per hectare, so the government’s money is not going to go very far. 
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MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [11.24 am]: Thank you, Acting Speaker, for 
the opportunity to address the budget that has been handed down. I would like to start with the portfolio of health 
and look at the government’s budget commitments through the same lens as the Minister for Health. Our part-time 
health minister has so far this year said that the health system is outstanding and is performing magnificently. But 
he has also said that the ongoing code yellows that are being called in our system because hospitals do not have 
capacity to take any more patients are business as usual. 
When issues arise, the minister is quick to divert to his list of excuses, none of which relate to his handling of the 
portfolio, and all of them attributable to someone or something else. Some of the excuses that appear in the budget 
papers include higher levels of acuity; long-stay patients with complex health conditions; an ageing population; 
the increasing burden of chronic disease; high levels of obesity and of mental health issues; and rapid technological 
advancements. It is claimed in the preamble to the health budget that the health system is in a transition to recovery. 
Recovery from what? What ailment is it recovering from, other than the lack of funds and investment in the first 
term of the McGowan Labor government? There is also reference to a post-COVID elective surgery blitz. Obviously 
the spin doctors included that in the budget papers before this month’s cancellation of hundreds of surgeries. 
This all paints a picture of how the government sees the health system, and may explain why the budget falls drastically 
short of doing anything to address the urgent needs in the system right now. It is apparent that our part-time Minister 
for Health is living in an alternative reality to that of our healthcare workers and patients, who are telling us every 
day that the system is in crisis. These are the people who contact me every day to say that their loved ones with 
serious medical conditions are waiting for hours on end in the back of an ambulance for a hospital to accept them. 
They are the people who are managing ongoing pain on a daily basis, and who risk losing their livelihood because 
their elective surgery is continually being delayed. They are also the nurses and midwives who protest, write letters, 
and plead with the government to listen to their concerns, because they fear their patients’ lives are at risk because 
they are burnt out and understaffed. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Ms L. METTAM: The unions are also raising concerns that this is happening with no COVID in the community, 
and that after four and a half years of this government’s chronic underfunding and under-resourcing the system is 
on its knees. In essence, this is a lucky, lazy and uninspiring budget that does little to address the health crisis we 
are experiencing right now. This is not a budget for a health system that is crumbling around us; this is a budget 
designed to address the issues of another time. I am sure that members opposite will wheel out the Treasurer’s spin 
that the government is spending billions on health. We saw that $4 billion election commitment on the front page of 
The Sunday Times. However, it is an eleventh-hour investment that will barely support a system that is unnecessarily 
putting lives at risk. The reality is that operational expenditure has increased by only 1.38 per cent from last year. 
That does not even cover the consumer price index rate of 1.75 per cent that the government outlines in the budget. 
A 1.38 per cent increase is miserable; it is a pittance from a government that has spent the last week crowing about 
its record surplus—a $5.6 billion surplus built on the good fortune of the resources industry. 
To say it is underwhelming would be an understatement. The budget fails to even try to address the fact that patients’ 
lives are being put at risk every day due to this government’s apparent lack of urgency in fixing the mess it created. 
That did not stop the Premier; Treasurer, who obviously does not trust anyone else to do the job, take the credit, or 
wheel out the spin. I refer to the 9 September media statement titled “Massive funding boost for health in State Budget”. 
It refers to $3.1 billion to expand WA’s health system, with $1.3 billion going to improving health infrastructure.  
If we dig down deeper into that spending to see what is new and what is being spent this year, we can see another 
picture. This year, the hospital system is in crisis. In one month, hundreds of elective surgeries have been cancelled 
because the hospitals are at capacity. There have been 111 code yellow internal emergencies due to lack of capacity 
in a system in which there has been ambulance ramping of over 6 500 hours in one month; six times what was 
recorded before this government came to power and was deemed a horror story by our Minister for Health. We have 
seen the worst ambulance response times on record. One in four emergency calls were not responded to within the 
15-minute target. There have been protests by nurses because staff morale is very low and they are burnt out due 
to consistently being asked to do double shifts and overtime this year. 
With the health system on its knees, new recurrent expenditure, excluding for the COVID pandemic, will increase 
by $287 million in 2020–21—$287 million of the so-called billions of expenditure to address the health crisis this 
year; $287 million when the government has recorded a $5.6 billion surplus. This brings me to the forward estimates. 
The next part of the massive funding boost for health spruiks that 332 new hospital beds will be opened, supported 
by 100 new doctors and 500 new nurses, and I quote from a 2021–22 budget fact sheet — 

Of the 332 new beds opening across WA hospitals, 223 are general beds and 109 are mental health beds. 
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… 
Graduate nurses and midwives employed in WA hospitals will increase from 700 a year to 1,100 in 2021 
and 1,200 in 2022—delivering on a McGowan Government election commitment. 

The McGowan government has just announced an additional 170 graduate nurses to be employed in COVID-19 
response positions. New staff are certainly a welcome announcement, as are the new beds. We welcome any 
immediate measure to address the obvious lack of capacity and lack of staff. A couple of concerns are: where will 
they come from and how will the government pay for them beyond this year, because we see a two per cent cut in 
operational expenditure in 2022–23? This again is against the demand that the Australian Medical Association 
Western Australia has highlighted, which is consistently growing at three to four per cent each year. Although in 
theory there will be more beds, there will not be an operational budget next year to run them. There was an expectation 
among healthcare workers that this record surplus would be reinvested to try to fix the health crisis. Instead, we 
are actually going backwards with cuts to the budget from next year by a Labor government that clearly has its head 
in the sand about the magnitude of the health crisis we are currently experiencing. We are again seeing a health budget 
that is not keeping up with growth and is ignoring the health system, which is struggling to cope without any COVID 
in the community. It is staggering at a time when the state government is sitting on this record revenue. It ignores 
the pleas from healthcare workers to shift from cost cutting to a patient-centred approach. It is not unreasonable 
for Western Australians to expect a world-class system when we have a health system that is on its knees and the 
state is recording hefty surpluses, but this is simply not the case. It is appalling and we as Western Australians deserve 
better. At a time when our finances are healthy, there is absolutely no excuse for patients to have elective surgery 
delayed or for hospitals to be forced to turn patients away due to a lack of capacity. So, too, do our healthcare workers 
deserve better. 
We have seen multiple protests and rallies by nurses and doctors begging the government to take their fears for 
patient safety seriously, pleading for extra resources to manage their patients. The latest Your Voice in Health survey 
stated that fewer than half the number of health workers felt valued. One in three felt that it was safe to speak up. 
An unprecedented WorkSafe notice was issued to Bunbury Hospital at South West Health Campus to fix what has 
been described as a toxic culture. Severe staffing shortages across the board have resulted in casual staff being 
used to fill the void. The tragic case of Aishwarya Aswath earlier this year touched every Western Australian and 
highlighted some real fears raised by staff regarding staff shortages that had the capacity to impact patient safety. 
It was shocking to see junior doctors and nurses being thrown under the bus in response to this tragedy, something 
that exacerbated the low morale felt amongst healthcare workers. 
We have also seen other moves such as the refresher pathways program finally reinstated after being suspended 
for 18 months as a way to get nurses and midwives back into the system after severe absences. This is a mess 
created by this government and now it is using simply a bandaid to fix it. 
No doubt the government will argue it is investing in the future. It has made much ado about the $1.8 billion for the 
proposed women’s and babies’ hospital, a project the Liberals also committed to during the election campaign. It is 
much needed because King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women is under significant stress. It is forecast to deliver 
6 200 babies this year, representing a significant growth in demand from an overstretched workforce that delivered 
5 800 babies in 2020. It is unconscionable that our state’s only dedicated tertiary maternity and gynaecological 
hospital was forced to go on bypass because it had no capacity. It was not the only hospital to turn away pregnant 
women; we know that on the weekend a number of maternity wards at different hospitals were at capacity and on 
bypass. A mother, pregnant with twins, had to bypass two hospitals before giving birth at Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
There were not only not enough beds but also not enough staff. We were aware of fears raised by the Australian 
Nursing Federation Industrial Union of Workers in July this year that Health would be about 120 to 150 midwives 
short across the system. We know that a loss of 40 midwives has been recorded in the system over the last 12-month 
period. We also know that this service will be further stretched this year. Even the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Western Australia chief economist, Aaron Morey, said that an additional 1 500 babies will be born this 
financial year. Medicare data certainly also backs this up. 
We welcome the announcement of the new hospital but question when it will actually start. All we have is $5.4 million 
in this year’s budget to further support the business case and planning. Work is not estimated to begin until 2023. 
It is reasonable to expect any new hospital would not be in service for years beyond that, which begs the question: 
what is the government doing to address the situation now? If King Edward Memorial Hospital is being put on 
bypass and turning away women in labour because it does not have the capacity to take them and we are experiencing 
severe midwife shortages, what is the plan for now and the next few years? How will the hospital cope with the 
expected increase in the number of babies on the back of the current so-called baby boom? It is a fair and reasonable 
question, one that the minister could not answer in this house yesterday because there is simply no plan in the short 
term to address this. It appears that bypasses are the new standard of care that birthing mothers can expect until 
this new hospital is open. When that will be is anyone’s guess. 
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The government spin on Joondalup Health Campus is something we are now used to. The Joondalup Health Campus 
announcement is a 2017 election commitment; a $256 million project of which $158 million is commonwealth funding. 
The original plan in 2017 included eight operating theatres and a medihotel. That is no longer in the scope; it has been 
cut from eight theatres to one. Although I am glad that Labor has finally committed to this project after four years, it 
is not expected to open in its entirety until at least 2025, eight years after Labor went to the polls spruiking its commitment 
to the people of Joondalup. Despite the desperate need for extra beds, the medihotel is still not off the ground after 
four and a half years of planning; another 2017 election promise has been shoved to the side. Of the three medihotels 
Labor promised, only one—at Royal Perth Hospital—has actually been opened. Four beds opened in August last year—
three and a half years into government to deliver four beds! Murdoch medihotel is also not yet delivered. 
Urgent care clinics was another platform of the 2017 election. It was a pilot across the state that started in 2019, 
and it was supposed to relieve pressure on our important emergency departments. The feedback so far is that it has 
been hard to get an appointment and hours vary for each clinic, but they are never open after hours, especially in 
regional areas. It paints a picture of a government that is big on spin, big on numbers, but short on action and very 
happy to kick the can down the road when it comes to implementing its promises. Such has been the case with the 
sustainable health review. Where is that? 
I turn to COVID-19. We have heard much from this government about the significant impact COVID has had on 
our health system. There is $301 million available in 2021–22, but nothing in the forward estimates, despite consistent 
messaging that COVID is here to stay, part of our life, and Delta is coming—not if but when. In this place on Tuesday, 
the Minister for Health said not to worry. According to the uncorrected Hansard, he said — 

We do not fund into the future too far in relation to these things, because we have to understand what those 
impacts will be. Generally, we will make sure that there is plentiful funding to ensure that the health system 
and other aspects of government activity are able to respond to whatever challenges COVID-19 puts up. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms L. METTAM: If there is plentiful funding for the health system to respond to the future, why is there not enough 
funding to address the crisis happening now and why is the operational budget being cut in future years? 
I turn to mental health. Although there is much support for the 109 mental health hospital beds, which will, hopefully, 
move people out of emergency departments more quickly, it is important to note that we have the lowest number 
of available public beds in the country. The Western Australian Association for Mental Health describes a chronic 
underfunding of prevention and community-based recovery services. The main issue with the announcement is 
that there is not enough of a commitment to grow scale. We need to change the dangerous trajectory of growth in 
mental health presentations. Mental health is having a significant impact on many other key state government areas 
of concern, even impacting police. The lack of investment in early-intervention mental health care is seeing 
a revolving door of hospitalisations in our health system. It is shocking that one in six mental health patients are 
readmitted to the system within 28 days of discharge from acute specialised mental health units. This is a real concern. 
As reflected by the response to the budget from WAAMH, the rate of growth in spending on prevention and 
community support continues to fall relative to the rate of spending in acute services. I quote WAAMH — 

WAAMH is concerned the longer this persists the further WA will fall behind in the optimal mix of services 
people require access to, to address their mental health needs and relieve pressure on our acute mental 
health services. 

We have consistently heard from this government that mental health patients are presenting in greater numbers at 
our hospitals. We know it is not always the best place, but the reality is that they are often presenting because they 
have nowhere else to go. There is a flow-on effect, with an overwhelming impact on our ED and overall hospital 
system. This has been predictable and on trend, and this government can address it. The Better choices. Better lives. 
Western Australian mental health, alcohol and other drug services plan 2015–2025 calls for significant investment 
in mental health prevention and community support, moving focus from current hospital-based funding, yet this 
budget has prioritised hospital-based services, at 47 per cent of the mental health budget, or $478 million, at a cost to 
other areas. Although we welcome the $57 million for community-support initiatives such as Youth In-Reach Support 
and Youth Long-Term Housing, the reality is that these funding initiatives fall well short. Community-support 
initiatives are only 4.9 per cent of the Mental Health Commission budget, a decrease of 5.1 per cent from 2020–21, 
and also drastically short of the 22 per cent target for 2025 outlined in the plan. Prevention has also been severely 
underfunded, at 1.15 per cent of the Mental Health Commission budget, falling well short of the five per cent target 
for 2025. It is perplexing that the government is to focus on hospital-based care for mental health support rather 
than also investing in community-based services when we know the latter is much more cost effective and, when 
utilised, can prevent hospital admissions in the first place. 
I turn to child and adolescent mental health services. Earlier this year, I presented a grievance about the fact that 
despite at least eight reviews and inquiries on the mental health system in WA, and recommendations from the office 
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of the Commissioner for Children and Young People in 2011 and 2015, we have a system that is broken. I note there 
will be another task force to look at the public mental health services for children and adolescents. In its 2020 update, 
the commission concluded that the reforms fall well short of making the desired impact for children and young people 
without proper financial investment and resourcing. In December last year, the targeted Chief Psychiatrist’s review 
into the treatment of Ms Kate Savage by Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services painted a pretty dire picture 
of the system as a whole, and I am sure the minister is aware. It states that within the past decade metropolitan 
emergency departments have experienced a 214 per cent increase in self-harm incidents, suicide risks or attempted 
suicides in the 13 to 17–year age group and a 403 per cent increase in under-13s. Child and adolescent mental health 
services funding represented just 6.5 per cent of the total 2020–21 mental health services budget of $1.01 billion, 
despite the 51 per cent increase in demand for services in the years to 2019. 
Through questions in the other place yesterday, we were advised that the Mental Health Commission was yet to work 
out what percentage of its overall budget would be allocated to CAMHS, but I sincerely hope it will account for 
a bigger percentage than last year. I welcome $7.9 million in funding for CAMHS, in particular the 99 additional staff 
positions and the $129 million package to keep our youth out of hospitals. As our Chief Psychiatrist said in his report — 

What is clear is that the situation is now well-beyond a band-aid or temporary solution … there is an urgent 
need to rebuild CAMHS as a whole-of-childhood service and restore public confidence. 

I turn to eating disorders. Since the onset of COVID-19, there has been a significant increase in the number of people 
with eating disorders. In 2020, there were 273 referrals compared with 185 in the year before. The number of patients 
admitted to Perth Children’s Hospital with a diagnosis for an eating disorder increased by 86 per cent from 2019 
to 2020, and this increased rate has been sustained. During the election campaign, the Labor government committed 
$31 million to a statewide eating disorder specialist service. Given that there is unprecedented demand, why is the 
government not significantly investing in this area earlier rather than later? This year, $468 000 has been allocated. 
The other funds, the rest of the $31 million, is in the years beyond that. Given this unprecedented need, why is the 
government’s investment in this area not significantly changing until 2022–23? We know that this illness usually 
starts in adolescence and has the highest death rate—20 per cent in 20 years—of all mental health illnesses. The 
Perth Children’s Hospital’s eating disorders unit has eight inpatient beds. We have heard from a number of different 
families that are distressed because the services are simply not available now to help their children. They fear they 
will die waiting to access help. We heard about one mum flying her daughter to New South Wales to receive treatment 
because no services were available earlier this year in WA. 
I turn to the area of disability services. I welcome the commitment to an office of disability for WA. There is concern 
that the commitment of $13.4 million is thin on the ground. We have 500 000 people with a disability in WA, 
including about 2 000 with complex needs, who have ongoing concerns. On coming to office in 2017, the McGowan 
government opted for the national decision-making model as opposed to a more localised scheme, which was enjoyed 
in electorates such as mine under the My Way trial. Not only did the government turn its back on this opportunity, 
but it also dissolved the Disability Services Commission. Disability Services is now in a mega department. No 
shortage of funds are being committed to the commonwealth scheme by WA taxpayers, but it is being undermined 
by the absence of localised input from the state government. It has vacated the space. Although NDIS funding is 
delivered through the commonwealth and the Labor government opted for decentralised decision-making, there is 
a role for the state to play. 
There is an outstanding functional review of the Department of Communities. I understand that an undertaking 
was given that it would be released, but we are still waiting. The state provides about $5 billion to the commonwealth 
for disability services over four years, with $3.4 billion in NDIS. It is important to ensure that this program represents 
our people in the best possible way. In order to prepare a case to argue for the best arrangements for WA, we need 
to build data and information. 
In the area of the prevention of family and domestic violence, the pressure point is social housing. Family and 
domestic violence was exacerbated during COVID. The loss of 1 300 social housing homes over the past four years 
has had a massive impact on this sector. Although the social housing package that was announced is very much welcome, 
there is concern about the crisis that currently exists and what can be done now to assist our vulnerable. The expansion 
of the Safe at Home package is certainly a worthy initiative. There is a concern that funding of $3.4 million from 
2021–22 to 2024–2025 may be too thin on the ground, but there is certainly a lot of support for that program. 
In WA, 49 198 police domestic violence incident reports were triaged in 2019–20, which was an all-time high. 
Children were present in 15 832 of these cases. In WA, 63 per cent of assaults in 2019 were family and domestic 
violence related. I quote from the Western Australian Council of Social Service — 

We were also glad to see significant investment from the McGowan Government in the area of Family and 
Domestic Violence, following through on their pre-election commitments. 
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#COVID-19 disproportionately affected low-income households, women, young people & migrant 
communities … Many … currently accessing community support services are doing so for the first 
time, which is a concern. 
This is placing additional strain on already stretched services. 

In conclusion, this budget has again failed to address the critical needs of the health system right now, ignoring 
patients and putting them at unnecessary risk. It fails to acknowledge that many of these urgent care and staffing 
issues were created by this government after four and a half years of chronic underfunding. We are now seeing the 
government scrambling to try to put a bandaid on a system that is haemorrhaging. 
The people of WA deserve better. They deserve to know why the government has an opportunity to address the 
issues in our health system but is ignoring them; why patients are forced to wait hours on end in an ambulance 
because hospitals are continually at capacity; why a mother pregnant with twins is turned away from two hospitals 
before finally finding one with a bed to accept her; and why the response to these issues, when asked in this place, 
is that a hospital is coming—in the never-never. The people of WA need to know why they keep getting fed spin 
and excuses from this government. 
MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.54 am]: I, too, rise to make a contribution to 
the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021. Before I do, 
I want to quickly state that I was very proud to be in this chamber this morning when the Minister for Electoral Affairs 
delivered the second reading speech on what will be the most important bill in this state, relating to the electoral 
reform of the upper house so that we have a fair and democratic voting system in this state so that every person’s vote 
is of equal value. I very much look forward to that debate in this chamber and for the opportunity to engage with 
my community and explain the changes. It has always been a frustration of mine—many members would agree—
that the majority of people do not even know how the upper house works. They do not know who the people in 
the upper house are. When this bill is debated in this place, it will be a fantastic opportunity to educate people 
about our system of democracy in Western Australia and how we propose to make the upper house fairer and more 
representative. I look forward to that debate. 
This budget is the fifth budget for the McGowan Labor government. It is the first budget for our Premier as Treasurer. 
The headline of this budget is that our government has delivered a record $5.6 billion surplus. This is something to 
be proud of. It is something for every Western Australian to be proud of. I heard the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
use the same terms as the Leader of the Opposition used yesterday—that we are lucky and lazy. I would suggest 
that the only people who are lucky and lazy in this place are the surviving members of the Liberal Party. They were 
extremely lucky to survive. When we talk about being lazy, we can quote from the media and all sorts of places 
but there is no better place to quote than from the Liberal election review itself, which says — 

The staggering laziness of the Opposition and lack of action by the Party in creating and ‘selling’ acceptable 
policies much earlier than the advent of the pandemic were contributing factors. 

It is a bit rich for members of the Liberal Party to talk about us being lucky and lazy. 
Everyone is proud of this budget, except for the opposition. Western Australia is the strongest state in the country. 
Western Australia has the strongest economy of any state in the nation and we have one of the strongest economies 
in the world. In coming to government in 2017, we were elected on our promise to get the state’s finances back on 
track after years of financial recklessness by the previous Barnett government. Let us be clear, everyone—this was 
also mentioned in the Liberal Party review—when we came to office in 2017, debt had climbed from $5 billion 
when the previous government took office to $44 billion when it was kicked out by the people of Western Australia. 
We inherited a debt of over $44 billion from the previous Liberal government, which now makes up a rump in 
opposition. We promised that we would fix the state’s finances and we have. Since coming to government and 
throughout the pandemic, we have made responsible and disciplined decisions. We have brought spending under 
control. We have turned deficits into surpluses and we are paying down the credit card that was maxed out to the 
tune of $44 billion by the previous Liberal–National government. We had a surplus of $5.6 billion in 2020–21 and 
a projected surplus of $2.8 billion for 2021–22, and we are expecting solid surpluses in the future based on solid 
prudent assumptions. I want to explain something that I think is lost a lot of the time: yes, this government has had 
a degree of luck in the sense that we have a very strong mining industry that is doing really well at the moment, 
but you make your own luck. Of course, one key reason the mining industry has been able to survive as it has during 
this time is because of the actions that this government has taken during the pandemic to make sure that we protect 
industry so it can keep our economy strong. The second point in regard to that is: the previous government was pretty 
lucky, too. It governed during a mining boom as well, but its future projections were not realistic and its budgeting 
processes were based on a high iron ore price; whereas, this budget is a very responsible, disciplined budget that 
does not assume the current price of iron ore will be sustained in the future. That key point is often missed, particularly 
by the opposition, when we debate that matter in this place. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 16 September 2021] 

 p4094b-4110a 
Mr Shane Love; Dr Tony Buti; Acting Speaker; Ms Libby Mettam; Ms Sabine Winton; Ms Alison Kent; Ms 

Jodie Hanns 

 [11] 

Net debt will fall for a third consecutive year to $32.1 billion in 2021–22. Our net debt-to-revenue ratio, which was 
the worst in the country when we took office, is now the best. Debt is now $11 billion lower than projected when 
we came to government. We are paying off Barnett’s credit card; we are paying down the debt and we are the only 
government in Australia doing that. We had a strong, sound financial position prior to the pandemic. That allowed 
us to respond in the way that we have during the pandemic to make sure that we have a strong, thriving economy 
during the pandemic. All that happened during a time when the priority of the McGowan Labor government was to 
make sure that we kept Western Australians safe. Our financial discipline in the first term of government has been 
crucial in giving us the financial capacity to respond to this one-in-100-year crisis. This budget and our strong surplus 
position will allow us to further respond to circumstances going forward whilst still grappling with this pandemic. 
This strong financial position also allows us to address pressures on the health system while protecting our most 
vulnerable, including record investment in social housing. Of course, a strong economy has everyday impacts on 
everyday people. More Western Australians are now in work than ever before. The unemployment rate has fallen 
to its lowest level since 2013, at 4.6 per cent. The McGowan Labor government has created 107 000 jobs since 
March 2017 and there are forecasts of another 34 000 jobs this year. These statistics are often thrown around, but we 
need to remember what this means in real terms for the people we represent in our electorates. It means that people 
in our electorates are finding work and have meaningful employment, and that is giving them the opportunity to get 
ahead in life. There has never, ever been a better time to be a young person in this state. With a low unemployment 
rate and record investment in training, there has never been a better time to be a young person to get a start in life 
than in Western Australia right now. 
Of course, the budget strongly invests in our future. We are not squandering this strong financial position; we are 
investing in the future with a record $30.7 billion investment in infrastructure, including a record $9.1 billion going 
to the regions. Trains are being manufactured locally again. Metronet projects are up and about all over the metropolitan 
area, and I want to focus on one in particular. We talk a lot about the billions of dollars to build Metronet—I think 
the member for Moore tried to go there a bit in his budget reply speech—but I want to refer, of course, to the 
maximum two-zone fare to be introduced in January next year. The member for Dawesville is smiling, because it 
is a huge and significant thing that this government is doing. We are not only building and investing in infrastructure, 
but also making it easier, reasonable and affordable for people to use the infrastructure that we are building. For 
someone in the outer suburbs of Wanneroo, paying a maximum two-zone fare ticket to jump on public transport 
to go to work in the city means a saving of about $1 800 a year. That is a huge, huge investment and commitment 
in making sure that not only do we have a public transport system that is state of the art and far reaching, but also 
people use it because they can afford to use it. 
There is $1.9 billion in the budget for additional health and mental health spending. There is $875 million for 
social housing—a record social housing investment by this McGowan Labor government. There is $715 million for 
the Australia Climate Action Fund. Of course, the announcement in the last couple of weeks to stop logging native 
forests is another reason I am proud to be a part of this McGowan Labor government. An amount of $1.8 billion 
has been put aside—locked and loaded—for the women’s and babies’ hospital. We are not talking about it as the 
opposition did. I am not sure what it threw at it during the last election campaign—I think it was $300 million—
but $1.8 billion is going into building the women’s and babies’ hospital. 
There is $1.4 billion for the state’s next desalination plant. Again, we are talking about climate change and water 
certainty going forward in a budget that is future thinking in its approach. There is $500 million for the digital 
capability fund. It may not be the sexiest thing to talk about and it may not get much media attention, but I argue 
it is one of the most critical investments in this budget to make sure that our systems in the future in this digital 
age are fit for purpose and take us further. An amount of $400 million has been put aside for the Westport project 
fund. There will be further investments in hydrogen, jobs and training, and renewables. This government is without 
doubt a future-looking government that will not squander this strong budget position. 
I want to take a few minutes to talk about my own electorate of Wanneroo. Of course, members of Parliament are 
responsible for making sure that we present a statewide budget that focuses on the key areas of health, education 
and public safety. But all backbenchers, of course, have particular interests and want to advocate for particular areas 
in their communities to make sure that where we live has the best available infrastructure and services. I will take 
a few minutes to highlight some of the things that I am very proud of that have been delivered and will be delivered 
in Wanneroo in this term of government. I am very proud of my achievements in my first four years in office. 
I delivered on every single election commitment that I made in 2017. Every single one of my election commitments 
in 2017 have been delivered in Wanneroo and I assure members that I intend to do the same in this term. I made 
a number of election commitments when I put myself in front of my community in March this year and I asked it 
for the honour of representing it for a second term. I intend to keep every single one of my election commitments; 
in fact, some of my local election commitments have already been delivered, despite the fact that we have been in 
our second term of government for only six months. 
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Members who know me well will know that I was a schoolteacher for 27 years prior to coming to this place and that 
education will always be a priority area for me in my local community. I am proud that since I became the member 
for Wanneroo, I have been able to advocate for my electorate and have delivered on behalf of the McGowan Labor 
government over $27 million of investment into my local schools. In particular, my old school, Wanneroo Secondary 
College, has seen $5 million delivered to build a new gymnasium and another $5 million will be invested to build 
a new performing arts centre so that school can go even further with its fantastic sports and performing arts programs. 
Joseph Banks Secondary College is a new school in my electorate, but with the growth of population and people 
coming into the northern suburbs, it has been under a fair bit of pressure to cater for all students. I am delighted that 
$17.6 million is allocated to build a new learning centre at that school. Of course, the important and exciting part 
of that is that it will be no ordinary learning space. It will include a space science education centre that will allow that 
school to take its STEM programs one step further. I want to link in a couple of things to that commitment, which is 
exciting and important. The government is investing $20 million into an automation and robotics facility in Neerabup, 
which links in beautifully with the work that Joseph Banks Secondary College is doing in the STEM area. Many 
of my beautiful, gorgeous primary schools have been able to benefit from the science lab program that the McGowan 
Labor government has been rolling out. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms S.E. WINTON: I am talking about Banksia Grove Primary School, Spring Hill Primary School, Grandis Primary 
School, Wanneroo Primary School, Carramar Primary School, East Wanneroo Primary School and Tapping Primary 
School. All those schools have benefited from the McGowan Labor government’s investment in science labs in 
schools. That fits in beautifully with and builds that strong connection between my local primary schools and their 
focus on STEM, as well as Joseph Banks Secondary College, which has a focus on STEM and will have cutting-edge 
facilities, as well as providing job opportunities of the future in Neerabup industrial park. 
I will highlight a couple of other election commitments that I am pretty excited about that will be rolled out in this 
term of government. The first relates to the significant investment in the Wanneroo lakefront activation plan around 
Yellagonga Lake. There is a commitment of $5 million to build a boardwalk along the eastern side of Wanneroo 
on my electorate’s side of that beautiful lake, as well as a $5 million commitment to support the City of Wanneroo to 
redevelop the Wanneroo Recreation Centre so that we can really optimise that most beautiful place in Wanneroo as 
a future tourism and recreational centre. I look forward to reporting back to this place on the progress in that regard. 
I will mention quickly infrastructure in my electorate. Members will know that I am happy to have had two overpasses 
delivered in my first term of government for Wanneroo Road and Ocean Reef Road and Wanneroo Road and 
Joondalup Drive. They are complete and have been transformational for the commute time for residents coming 
in and out of my electorate. It is extraordinary how effective and efficient they are and the considerable difference 
they make to people who travel on those roads every single day. I am proud of those two commitments. The focus 
now is on making sure that my election commitment of $20 million for much-needed upgrades to Flynn Drive, which 
is the feeder road into Neerabup industrial park, go ahead. I look forward to reporting back to the house on the 
progress of that key infrastructure that is being built. 
I want to touch briefly on agriculture in Wanneroo. Many times in this place I have explained the significance of the 
agriculture industry in my electorate. I will continue to support that industry to ensure that it can continue to contribute 
to the state’s output of agriculture. I am talking specifically about a $600 000 commitment to assist the growers in 
Wanneroo to manage the drying climate. They are not easy decisions to make, but they are important decisions. It 
is important to acknowledge that climate change is a real thing and that access to water is changing. We need to 
support our growers so they can make sure that they can survive and prosper in that environment. To that end, an 
election commitment of mine is for $600 000 to support them to establish water efficiency, infrastructure and 
technology to ensure that they are as efficient as they can be. 
I want to respond briefly to the opposition’s approach to the budget. Usually in budget reply speeches, government 
members use the opportunity to explain to their electorates what measures in the budget will support their electorates. 
I guess that from an opposition’s point of view, yes, the task is to highlight concerns within the budget or to question 
what areas of service are not being provided for in the budget. However, having listened to all the speeches of the 
opposition leaders, I am really disappointed that it has been just a whinge. There has not been anything in any of the 
budget reply speeches that would suggest to the electorate of Wanneroo what they would do instead. We can assume 
only that they would spend the entire surplus as they did last time they were in government because the only time 
they get to their feet is to criticise the government for not spending enough money. The Premier mentioned in 
Parliament yesterday and the day before the bizarre situation of Hon Dr Steve Thomas, who is the shadow Treasurer, 
so I assume he is the lead in responding to the budget that our Treasurer has brought down. The Premier reminded 
us that Hon Dr Steve Thomas is actually quite an honest bloke and that in 2018 Hon Dr Steve Thomas apologised 
for the multigenerational debt the previous government had left the Labor Party. It is interesting to note the response 
of the now opposition leader—the alternative Premier, I suppose—to the budget last year, in which she states — 
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… I want to put on the record my great disappointment in the commentary regarding royalties for regions 
I hear from the opposition shadow Minister for Regional Development, Hon Dr Steve Thomas. 
… 
Yesterday, on ABC regional Drive, he was interviewed by Andrew Collins and said that a couple of 
billion dollars could have been spent better, referring to royalties for regions. 

The now opposition leader then said — 
I truly hope that the position proffered by Hon Dr Steve Thomas does not reflect the broader Liberal Party 
view of royalties for regions. 

She said also — 
Any future government that is formed with the Nationals WA will come with the provision that funding 
to royalties for regions will be restored and the portfolio of regional development and the management of 
that fund will be a matter of high priority for the National Party. 

This was back in October 2020. It is bizarre to me that the opposition leader would say that, after her party was 
humiliated at the last election. The current coalition—no; it is not a coalition. It is — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: An alliance. 
Ms S.E. WINTON: An alliance. I suggest it might be more of a dalliance than an alliance. 
I assume that the opposition leader had a big part to play in who would take the shadow portfolio positions. She 
made Hon Dr Steve Thomas shadow Treasurer. Things were not always so sweet between them. I go back to January, 
when I assume the Nationals WA and the Liberal Party were trying to offer themselves as an alternative to the 
McGowan Labor government, and I will quote from an article on the website farmweekly.com.au. It states, in part — 

Instead of coming together to put forward a unified approach to the Royalties for Regions … program in 
Western Australia, opposition parties have been butting heads. 

The article goes on to state — 
Dr Thomas said that without a working agreement and better decision making principles, the future of 
RfR was at risk. 

The article then quotes Hon Dr Steve Thomas as saying — 
“To that end I expect National Party promises from the RfR fund to be matched by cuts.” 

The article then quotes the reply from the opposition leader — 
“The Nationals WA are an independent political party, we don’t meet with other political parties to formulate 
our policy,” … 

I will read that again — 
“The Nationals WA are an independent political party, we don’t meet with other political parties to formulate 
our policy,” … 

I find that confusing. I accept that the Nationals WA is its own party. I accept that the Liberal Party is its own party. 
But the reality is that the only way in which they will ever be able to form government is if they form government 
together. I would suggest, members, that in that circumstance, it is critically important that those two parties get 
together and agree on some key financial policies going forward. It has been six months since the election. There is 
only three and a half years to go. At some point, those two parties will need to come together and have an agreed 
position on key policies that will have a huge, huge impact on the budget going forward. 
I will summarise. This Mark McGowan government is a stable, responsible, hardworking and disciplined 
government. It is united government, made up of a cabinet that has been, and should be, given shared credit for the 
financial position that this state is in now. We have a cabinet full of ministers who are across their brief and have 
been disciplined in their approach to make sure that we have been able to produce this budget. The Liberal Party 
and the Nationals WA find it inconceivable that the Labor Party can be a sound financial manager. We have proved 
that before under the Gallop Labor government, and certainly the McGowan Labor government is proving that 
again in its second term, having produced a budget surplus of $5.6 billion that will allow us to address not only 
the existing pressures in our health and education systems, and in other agencies, but also a future that is still very 
uncertain. Thank you, members. 
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MS A.E. KENT (Kalgoorlie) [12.23 pm]: I rise today to discuss the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the remarkable 2021–22 state budget. As many of my 
colleagues have already mentioned, this budget is exemplary for so many reasons, and I have my own. 
When I first put my hand up to represent the goldfields community, it was with a constant ringing in my ears 
about what royalties for regions had done for the Kalgoorlie electorate. Of course, history has shown us that the 
mismanagement of royalties for regions at that time contributed to over $40 billion of debt. But I do not want to 
dwell on the past, because the future looks so much brighter for the goldfields region. 
Prior to the historic election, the McGowan Labor government released its WA Labor’s plan for the goldfields—
a plan to keep the goldfields strong, a plan to invest in quality local jobs, a plan to fund a pipeline of infrastructure 
works, and a plan to deliver on key services like health and education. I am standing here today to talk about a budget 
that includes a record $9.1 billion investment in regional infrastructure. Only nine per cent of this is funded through 
royalties for regions. An amount of $4.2 billion has been allocated to royalties for regions over the next four years. 
I want to talk today about what is in the budget for the goldfields community. Hopefully, that will tell the story about 
why I am so proud to be standing here as part of the McGowan Labor government. I will start with health, which 
is such an important service for us regional people. As a past president of the Goldfields Women’s Health Care 
Centre, I am fully aware of the impact on women’s health when services are depleted. This happened back in 2019 
when the federal government changes to Medicare resulted in a cut to major women’s health services. Things like 
cervical screening and sexually transmissible infection screening and testing are now required to be performed by 
a general physician rather than a clinical nurse. Prior to 2019, an average of 1 000 clients per annum took advantage 
of these services at the Goldfields Women’s Health Care Centre, resulting in many detections of abnormal tests 
that could have led to fatal health issues. In the goldfields, the screening rate of women for these tests is currently 
sitting at 43.3 per cent, well under the state’s average screening rate of 55.4 per cent. There are already a number of 
barriers for women in regional areas, in which a large number do not get screens regularly; therefore, the risk of 
developing cervical cancer is higher. We cannot continue to put women’s lives at risk. 
Since 2019, I have been advocating strongly, alongside Gloria Moyle, the CEO of the Goldfields Women’s Health 
Care Centre, for the creation of a dedicated goldfields women’s wellness clinic. I am absolutely thrilled to say that 
this state budget will provide $1.78 million to the Goldfields Women’s Health Care Centre for a permanent GP that 
will enable the 5 000 women in our community who use that centre to have ongoing access to screening and other 
primary health services. The goldfields community will be a massive winner from this funding, and many lives 
will be saved because of this commitment. 
Staying with health, I want to talk about another enormous commitment. This state government is investing 
$2.76 million for the construction of a purpose-built therapy centre in Kalgoorlie–Boulder to enable children with 
special needs to access specialised therapies and allied health. The facility will be constructed by Full Circle 
Therapies, which currently provides therapeutic services from three demountable buildings that are definitely not 
fit for purpose. Full Circle was founded in 2010 by local community members to provide services in the goldfields 
for children with autism. The provision of these local services has grown to widen the support to all children with 
special needs, and their families. That will alleviate parents of the onerous responsibility of having to disrupt family 
life with expensive travel to Perth for treatment. Full Circle currently provides support and therapies for children and 
their families to assist with physical, social, emotional and cognitive development by delivering therapy programs 
individualised to each child’s ability and specific needs. This local service is vital in supporting children and their 
families in Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the surrounding goldfields. The centre has seen a significant increase in client 
numbers and has reached capacity, with 48 clients currently on the waiting list. Full Circle supports families to 
stay in the region and care for their children.  
The funding that will be provided to create this purpose-built facility will more than double the capacity of the 
centre, with the provision of services to an expected 200 clients. The new centre will be able to employ additional 
specialist staff, enabling increased local service provision to the Kalgoorlie and surrounding population. Once 
complete, the new centre will enhance regional service provision and assist regional liveability and population 
retention. The new therapy centre will enable Full Circle Therapies to employ at least 10 qualified allied health 
professionals; extend its university placement and graduate program with the University of Western Australia and 
Curtin University to bring qualified allied health professionals to Kalgoorlie–Boulder; provide additional rooms 
to offer 60 to 80 additional therapy sessions for children per week; reduce the wait times from approximately 
12 months to within three months for services in the goldfields region; and provide additional services to more schools 
and extend current school contact time for Kalgoorlie–Boulder, Kambalda and Coolgardie to support funded and 
non-funded families with school-based therapy services. It is a credit to the parents, carers, staff and board that 
Full Circle Therapies has survived 10 years in demountable buildings. It has provided therapy programs and services 
in unsuitable buildings, but no more. I shall be proud to watch the new centre being constructed and know that this 
state government is delivering critical health services for the goldfields community. 
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I now move to sport. Everyone knows how important involvement in sport is to the wider population. It is even more 
important in the regions. Regional sport brings people together. It allows the community to blend together and harness 
a feeling of togetherness, which is sometimes missing in areas that have a transient population, such as the goldfields. 
Consequently, I am overjoyed that the McGowan Labor government will deliver a huge $5 million to upgrade the 
Niels Hansen Basketball Stadium in Kalgoorlie–Boulder. The current facility was built in 1979 and is no longer up 
to standard. The stadium has three indoor courts that were built 42 years ago and two outdoor bitumen courts that are 
inappropriate for anything other than casual use. The stadium is home to the Goldfields Giants men’s State Basketball 
League team and two Basketball WA division 1 teams, both male and female. These teams train and play at the 
stadium, and host other competitive elite sportspeople within these facilities during home games. In total, some 
1 500 people use the stadium each year. This stadium no longer meets the needs of the Kalgoorlie–Boulder Basketball 
Association, the Goldfields Giants or other user groups. There are not enough courts or change rooms to meet demand, 
there is no show court that complies with the needs of elite basketball or netball games, and other amenities have 
deteriorated beyond repair. Additionally, the stadium does not necessarily meet all current International Basketball 
Federation standards, and is so substandard that the Goldfields Giants will no doubt be out of the league in three years’ 
time. So it comes as no surprise that this commitment from the McGowan government to provide $5 million to the 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder Basketball Association for the new stadium has been extremely well received by the community. 
This funding will see the construction of two additional indoor courts to accommodate basketball and netball 
standards at a minimum, with one to be a show court with the capacity to seat a minimum of 800 spectators in tiered 
seating. Other improvements will include new public toilets, a referee room, a dedicated first-aid room, a canteen 
with servery and bar, multiple meeting rooms, and a large foyer that will be used as a function space. These upgrades 
will provide world-class facilities to service the growing grassroots participation in sport across the goldfields region, 
and will be used for not only basketball but also badminton, volleyball, netball and disabled sports. This commitment 
is indicative of what the McGowan government is doing to keep the community active, healthy and connected. 
We have not finished yet. 
I will go on to talk about what young people in the goldfields will be getting. The McGowan state government is 
providing $2.1 million to the Kalgoorlie–Boulder youth precinct, which will unify Kingsbury Park and the Lord Forrest 
precinct into a central youth-focused precinct called Kingsbury hub. The City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder identified 
the youth precinct concept through engagement with the Kalgoorlie–Boulder Youth Council and the development 
of its youth strategic plan and the Kalgoorlie city centre project. Kingsbury hub will become Kalgoorlie’s go-to 
place for kids and teens to get active and feel connected. It will operate on two rhythms, offering more fast-paced 
and energetic activities for teens, and nature discovery for young families. The much-loved skate park will be expanded 
and upgraded, and a dirt BMX track will offer a new attraction for adrenalin seekers. A playground reflecting 
Kalgoorlie’s history and people will cater to younger children—a place to dig, crawl, climb and construct. The 
Lord Forrest Olympic Pool buildings will be converted into a youth recreation and drop-in space that will appeal 
to a wide range of teens, with a gaming arcade, table tennis and basketball courts. Kingsbury hub will be an 
activity-programmed area that will make use of the stage with a focus on youth-centred events, including live 
music. This will link this space with the art and cultural quarter and reach out to students at the Western Australian 
School of Mines, Eastern Goldfields College and TAFE. Although predominantly a daytime destination, Kingsbury 
hub will also host night-time events, such as twilight skate competitions, gaming nights and basketball—basketball 
seems to be quite a theme! This flexible youth space will offer a safe space for young people to hang out, participate 
in workshops or activities, and connect with sports programs. Whenever I talk to young people at schools, in the 
street or at markets, they tell me how much they need this precinct and how excited they are to get it. These types 
of facilities are important to regional communities as they encourage people to come to the goldfields to work and 
live, and keep them there. 
I want to talk now about the famous Karlkurla Bushland Park, which covers about 200 hectares of regrowth bushland 
in the suburb of Hannans in Kalgoorlie–Boulder. The bushland park contains more than 2 000 trees and shrubs, the 
majority of which were planted by community volunteers, and is popular with locals and visitors alike. The McGowan 
government will fund $600 000 to build a large-scale nature playground on the site of Karlkurla Bushland Park to 
provide recreational activity for the whole of the community of Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the goldfields. The nature 
playground will include a combination of large and medium-sized play units with climbing, swinging, balancing 
and nature-play elements and soft-fall requirements; shade sails; and shelters. Additional elements will include 
water channels, a pump track, spinners, trampolines, a flying fox, and sensory and musical play. The drawcard of 
a nature playground in the amazing setting of the Karlkurla bushland will be a huge winner for the community. 
Families with children of all ages will be able to take part in a wide range of activities at the nature playground, which 
I am sure will also increase visitation to the city. 
My electorate of Kalgoorlie is vast—over 555 square kilometres—and each year it faces the risk of bushfire. It is 
wonderful to see that the McGowan government has $38.4 million in the budget to boost frontline firefighting 
services, including $17.8 million in 2021–22 for additional firefighters to be based in regional Western Australia. 
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This funding will strengthen the state’s defence against natural disaster, with the placement of 36 additional career 
firefighters in Geraldton, Albany and Kalgoorlie–Boulder. The Kalgoorlie career fire and rescue station will also 
be upgraded to accommodate the additional personnel, at a cost of $1.2 million. This funding package also includes 
$4.9 million to replace personal protective clothing for both career and volunteer firefighters. Together, these 
investments demonstrate the McGowan government’s commitment to ensure and enhance emergency services for 
all Western Australians. This funding package will help keep the local community safe for years to come, and 
demonstrates the state government’s commitment to enhancing emergency services in Kalgoorlie and beyond. 
The McGowan government has undertaken considerable work over the last four years to drive down the cost of 
airfares to a range of regional destinations, but the $19.8 million funding for the regional airfares zone cap initiative 
will enable the state government to work with airlines towards an arrangement whereby residents of regional 
communities that are less than a thousand kilometres’ driving distance from Perth will pay no more than $199 each 
way. This is wonderful news for us in the goldfields. The program will play a key role in supporting economic 
development in the regions and will keep communities connected. The current high cost of airfares affects every 
goldfielder, in many different ways. For some people it is regular medical appointments in Perth; for others, it is 
an unexpected family emergency, or just trying to run a small business. I know this initiative will mean so much 
to our community, and I am proud of the McGowan Labor government for putting in the hard yards and getting 
this policy together. 
I want to discuss an extremely important $2.5 million initiative that is coming to the goldfields. The banned drinkers 
register will work to reduce alcohol-related harm in the goldfields. The scheme, already in place in the Kimberley 
and Pilbara, will target problem drinkers and restrict their access to takeaway alcohol. People who are subject to 
a current prohibition order or barring notice are placed on the BDR; people can also volunteer to be placed on the 
BDR, which will operate with a technological system that scans an ID and displays a green light if the sale can 
proceed. A red light will be displayed if the individual is a registered banned drinker and cannot legally be sold 
takeaway alcohol. The scanner will also include the takeaway alcohol management system, which allows customers 
to responsibly purchase alcohol according to a daily volume limit for their area. Personal information on the BDR 
will remain confidential, and no records will be kept by licensees about the purchaser, what they have purchased, 
or whether they have been refused service. Those identified as banned drinkers will be directed to appropriate 
community services to provide access to relevant support programs and initiatives. The program will be rolled out 
throughout the electorate of Kalgoorlie, which includes Laverton, Leonora and Menzies. I look forward to seeing 
how this tool will help our community. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms A.E. KENT: The BDR will add to the new suite of community safety initiatives for Kalgoorlie–Boulder. These 
measures are aimed at tackling antisocial behaviour, reducing crime and improving police responses across the 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder community. There is $1 million in this budget for a significant expansion of closed-circuit 
television. This upgrade will boost the city’s existing network and add new locations that can be accessed by police, both 
locally and in real-time, at the State Operations Command Centre during a critical incident. Significantly, it includes 
automated numberplate recognition cameras for entry and exit into Kalgoorlie–Boulder. This sophisticated technology 
will result in the location of wanted suspects, missing persons and the resolution of serious crime investigations. 
Five extra specialist police officers are also being deployed to Kalgoorlie as part of an initial allocation from the 
government’s 950 additional police officers program. Residents deserve to feel safe and secure in their community 
and in their neighbourhood. I have heard people’s concerns over the last 12 months, and have been advocating 
strongly for more community safety measures. That is why we are funding important initiatives like the significant 
expansion of the city’s CCTV capability, to help police disrupt and investigate crime. It is initiatives like these 
that will support our hardworking Kalgoorlie police. 
There are so many more important funding initiatives for the goldfields in this budget. There is $1 million for a new 
STEM classroom at Kalgoorlie–Boulder Community High School; $485 000 for a STEM upgrade and primary 
science at Kambalda West District High School; investment into science resources for Boulder Primary School, 
Kalgoorlie School of the Air and the region’s district high schools and remote community schools; and investment 
in three virtual power plants at schools in Kalgoorlie. 
The government is continuing the Lower Fees, Local Skills program, which has seen an increase of 32 per cent in 
TAFE enrolments in the goldfields–Esperance region in 2021, and is delivering on the $10 million new heavy plant 
and engineering trades workshop at Central Regional TAFE’s Kalgoorlie campus. 
There is $23.47 million for the new Laverton Hospital project; $19.7 million to the patient assisted travel scheme 
to increase accommodation subsidies from $60 to $100 per night; $10.9 million for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
to upgrade aircraft; and an additional five paid paramedics in Kalgoorlie and one in Laverton. 
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There is more than $46 million through the regional road safety program to upgrade more than 1 600 kilometres 
of goldfields–Esperance roads with road safety treatments; $52 million for upgrades to the Coolgardie–Esperance 
Highway at Emu Rocks; and $510 000 for upgrades to the Boulder Camp. 
This is just to name a few of the additional ones; I do not have time to go into detail about them all. But this 
outstanding budget is a testament to the hard work the McGowan government has undertaken to create a big surplus. 
The government’s financial management is the envy of the nation, and this budget clearly demonstrates the McGowan 
government’s continued commitment to keeping regional WA and the goldfields strong. As promised, we set out 
our plan for the goldfields, and now we have begun delivering on our commitments to the community. That gives 
people every reason to live, work and raise a family in the goldfields community. I commend the bills to the house. 
MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston) [12.45 pm]: I rise today to support the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) 
Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021, and to specifically talk about the initiatives contained 
in the budget for my electorate of Collie–Preston. This budget builds on the strong financial position the government 
has maintained since coming to office in 2017. That position was discussed very eloquently by the member for 
Wanneroo, so I will not go through that information again, other than to highlight the fact that this budget delivers 
for regional Western Australia, to the tune of a $9.14 billion investment in regional infrastructure; only nine per 
cent of that amount is delivered through the royalties for regions program. 
There is $4.2 billion of spending in the regions under the banner of royalties for regions. I often hear the opposition 
accusing Labor of scrapping or getting rid of royalties for regions programs. I am here to say that that is not true. 
My electorate of Collie–Preston and many other regional electorates are the beneficiaries of very good programs 
funded by royalties for regions. People in my electorate have said to me that it is not so important where funding 
comes from, but rather the fact that funds are being spent in our regional communities. The McGowan government 
is delivering for regional Western Australia, including Collie–Preston, in spades. The people of Collie–Preston 
have confidence in the decisions this government has made, and will continue to make, to secure our future across 
Western Australia. The government is investing in our future through this budget. Regional tourism, as an example, 
has never been better in Western Australia, and certainly not in Collie–Preston. 
Regional housing sales are through the roof in Collie–Preston. I took the Minister for Culture and the Arts; Heritage 
through Collie yesterday and pointed out to him how many “sold” stickers there were in the windows of estate 
agents. This is being echoed right across the electorate of Collie–Preston. Regional building approvals have also 
gone through the roof. I recently obtained Shire of Collie building statistics, and they show that there were four houses 
built in the Shire of Collie in 2017; nine in 2018; 10 in 2019; and in 2020, the year that COVID hit, the year started 
in a similar fashion to previous years, but ended with 25 building approvals. This year we already had 12 building 
approvals by the end of June. Just in my shire alone, there has been an increase of over 600 per cent in the number 
of building approvals. It is an incredible number and absolutely a testament to the McGowan Labor government’s 
management of the finances and management of COVID in Western Australia. 
This is a budget that focuses on job creation. As recently as this week, the Nationals WA, specifically the member 
for Moore, attacked spending in regional areas. He queried why money was being spent on social housing in Bunbury, 
Albany and Geraldton. He often queries where spending is occurring when it is potentially not in his electorate. 
Certainly this government is delivering for regional Western Australia. 
The member for Moore also attacked the McGowan Labor government for its investment in Collie–Preston, an 
area that has literally powered the state for more than 100 years. It provides 1 200 direct jobs in the coal and power 
industry across the Collie–Preston electorate and the south west region, and at least that again in indirect jobs 
across the region. They are jobs the McGowan Labor government is looking to protect through its Just Transition 
process for the coal and power industry. 
The member for Roe declared in this house that the opposition has an in-house joke regarding the McGowan Labor 
government’s commitment to the people of Collie–Preston, in particular the Collie people themselves. It has called 
this fund that the Labor government has set up to support our workers and our communities the “Collie slush fund”. 
They were the member for Roe’s exact words. The people of Collie–Preston do not see this as an in-house joke of 
the National and Liberal Parties; they see it as the McGowan government protecting their jobs, their livelihoods 
and their communities and they do not take it as joke. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Perhaps they can save the jokes for their WhatsApp groups and do not make jokes at the 
expense of people who live in my electorate or people who live in the neighbouring electorates of Roe, Bunbury, 
Murray–Wellington and Vasse. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 4127.] 
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